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CITY OF NORTH CANTON, OHIO

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING

TRANSCRIPT OF
JANUARY 25, 2021, MEETING

VIRTUAL MEETING

Transcript of Proceedings of the North Canton
City Council, taken by me, the undersigned, Laurie Maryl
Jonas, a Registered Merit Reporter and Notary Public in
and for the State of Chio, at North Canton, Chioc, on

Monday, January 25, 2021, at 7:00 p.m.
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APPEARANCES:
Daniel Jeff Peters, Council President, Ward 2
Daryl Revoldt, Council Vice President, At Large
Doug Foltz, Ward 1
Stephanie Werren, Ward 3
Dominic Fonte, Ward 4
Mark R. Cerreta, At Large
Matthew Stroia, At Large
Patrick A. DeOrio, Director of Administration
Jina Alaback, Director of Finance
Robert G. Graham, Engineering Services

Catherine A. Farina, Deputy Director of
Administration and Development

Stephan B. Wilder, Mayor
Martin Van Gundy IV, Chief Building Officer

Benjamin R. Young, Clerk of Council
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MR. PETERS:

All right. Thank you, Ben.

At this time I'd like to call to order the

North Canton committee of the whole meeting,

January 25, 2021. The time is 7 p.m.

Ben, would you please call the roll,.

YCUNG:
FONTE :
YOUNG:

CERRETA:

ERB B

YOUNG:

2

. WERREN:
YOUNG:
FOLTZ:
YOUNG:
REVOLDT:
YOUNG:
STROIA:
YOUNG:

PETERS:

S5 555 EEF B3

YOUNG:
PETERS:

First up on

Member Fonte.
Here.
Member Cerreta.
Here.
Member Werren.
Here.
Member Foltz.
Here. .
Member Revcldt.
Here.
Member Stroia.
Here.
And Member Peters.
I'm here.
Seven present.
All right. Thank you.

the agenda, Community and

Economic Development Committee. Chairman Revoldt,

the floor is yours.

MR. REVOLDT:

Well, thank you.
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Last year the administration distributed a
property maintenance code, which are amendments to
Part 17 of ocur zoning ordinance. The purpose tonight
is to ask if there are any issues or concerns that
are related to this first draft of that document.

Before I -- we open up the flocr for
discussion, a second draft has been prepared. The
plan is to have that to us in the very near future.
Hopefully for sometime -- some adoption in March. As
you all may recall, what we're particularly
interested in is the property maintenance section,
the maintenance parts cf Part 17.

So, Mark, do you have anything or does anyone
else have any questions or concerns at this time on
this matter?

MR. CERRETA: No. I know this is scmething
that is needed for a lot of different reasons but 1
haven't seen any replacing parts. I mean, you
haven't sent it out yet; right? Because I don't --

MR. FOLTZ: We got it in December.

MR. REVOLDT: You should have the —— I'm
calling it the December 11 version.

MR. CERRETA: Okay.

MR. REVOLDT: You shcould have had that.

MR. CERRETA: 1'm looking through my stuff
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here and I didn't have that so I thought maybe it was
something to come. But --—

MR. REVOLDT: Well, you have scmething that's
coming. So if you don't have anything tonight, don't
worry about it. I promise you live action shortly.

MR. CERRETA: Okay. No, I don't. I just
want to see what we're looking at, what's actually
going to be changed.

MR. REVOLDT: Yes,

MR. CERRETA: Because there's a lot of need
there for some things that could really help our
community.

MR. REVOLDT: Yeah. We've got about 50 or 60
pages of document coming on this matter, sc it's on
its way.

Does anycne else have anything, any comments
on this at this point?

MR. FOLTZ: Yeah, Daryl. I had a few
comments.

MR. REVOLDT: Go ahead, Doug.

MR. FOLTZ: Doug Foltz.

Yeah. Just some clarity, and maybe it's
addressed somewhere else in our codes because I've
read these so many years on and off. But if I go to

page —— I guess it's Book 1732.1, Sanitation, it's
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either page 28 or 31, depending which number you're
looking at from December's packet. My question is,
sanitation. And this is something I'm trying to look
at things I see or calls I get or issues that we have
in our neighbofhoods. But 1t addresses sanitaticn in
a sense that maintain a clean, safe, and sanitary
condition, so forth. Is there anything in here —-
and T know, I know I've seen it before you really
can't put your trash out, or at least we recommend 24
hours or later —- or earlier to the curb. And what I
always see, and I've talked about on council floor
and I don't know if that's scmething we can add here
if it's not addressed, but I don't want to see people
cleaning out their garages or if there's somebody
moves or whether it's an owner-occupied or rental
facility, rental building, stuff's just ocut to the
curb. And then, you know, it detracts from the whole
neighborhood and it will sit there, if it's Monday
and our trash is Thursday, we're looking at it for
three days. Do we have any teeth in anything in here
that we can address that with? That would be my one
point,

MR. DECRIO: How about we take them one at a
time.

MR. FOLTZ: Sure.

Premier Court Reporting
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MR. DEORIC: So, and specifically in regards
to that, I think whatever we have now is working
well. I get a number of those calls, whether they're
from council or from just other people. We've sent
the nuisance department out, we get immediate results
because we're able to, you know, lower the hammer,

We cover that, you know, through the rules concerning
our trash pickup. One of the things that we see a
lot is even people setting stuff out so that it is
the day before ——

MR. FOLTZ: Right.

MR, PETERS: -- but furniture that's not
wrapped in plastic wrap, and that is a —- that's a
viclation of our —— our trash contract. So even

stuff like that we just are able to go back and
enforce on that. So but anything else that we can
add in here if it isn't covered, I will make a
notation that we work with Martin on that if we need
more clarity on that. Absolutely.

MR. FOLTZ: Okay.

MR. DEORIO: That's certainly our intent, and
we feel that we've been addressing that this year.
We've had a lot of calls on that this year.

MR. FOLTZ: Yeah. Hey, Pat, 1 appreciate

that. I knew we had it somewhere else, but it might
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be —-- even if we, you know, reference it or if it's
fine the way it is, that's fine. We're getting the
message. Because, you know, you've helped everyone
on occasion or you've seen it or gotten calls on it
and that's good in that respect.

The second thing I had was sometimes I see
situaticns, there's cne on Willaman now, I can inform
you later, but of people just parking in the front
lawn when there's no, you know, actual driveway to
park cn. They already have a car or vehicle in the
driveway. A&And I don't know if that can be addressed
through Motor Vehicle 1732.9 or if that's —- if we've
got some other code that we can use on that also. I
know it refers to ——- this refers to vehicles that are
in major disassembly or aren't licensed or even maybe
aren't being able to be cperated, maybe they're not
functioning vehicles, but -- we have that situation
I've seen through the years, but then also we have
pecple just park out wherever they want to park on
the lawn or on the property and it detracts from the
rest of the neighborhood and then becomes an eyescre.

MR. DEQORIO: Yeah, I'd like to address that
as well. And that is you've covered that well with
some of the conditions that deal with socme of the

more permanent, problematic offenders with their
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vehicles. But for those that just, you know, decide
to park in the grass and just do it repeatedly, yeah,
there's —— there's provisions in our code that deal
with that. But here's what ultimately happens, and
this is what happened to us this past year, is we
ended up taking cne down to municipal court over that
and the reaction was, Are you kidding me? We're
dealing with serious things down here and you're
bringing us this? So we've had some long talks with
the Canton City prosecutor's office and how to
address these going forward.

Part of what this whole code will do is our
law department is locking intc and crafting the
necessary response mechanisms on which way we can go
with that. And what we want to end up with is
something that is more efficient, quick, rather than
the process that we had before which required us to
be perfect and if something wasn't exactly right we'd
have to start over and we never could seem to get
stuff up to municipal court. So our approach to it
now 1s once we standardize the prccess, we go through
this, we're going to do all that we can and whatever
sticks at the court sticks, and what doesn't we'll
try again.

MR. REVOLDT: Hey, Doug.
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MR. FOLTZ: Yes.

MR. REVOLDT: This is —— this is Daryl.

Patrick and I have had some conversations
about our relationship with the municipal court
prosecutor. And I'm of the opinion that we should
measure that prosecutor's performance. And if we
find —— if we conclude that performance doesn't meet
our needs, and those of our community, I do not
believe we have an obligation to have a contract and
to fund it. And I know that sounds harsh, but the
reality is, we're talking about an important element
of quality of life in our community that others seem
to be rather indifferent to. I know we're not going
to win every —— every case, but the fact of the
matter is, I'm a little disappointed by the
reception. So I just lay that ocut, maybe that's
something for future counsel when that contract
comes ~- comes due but it may be time to explore
other options.

MR. FOLTZ: Okay. Well, I appreciate that
discussion.

And, Pat, just to get back, so just so I have
some clarity, so we're saying that situation, when
it's actually a vehicle that meets street

requirements to be driven, that's not going tc be
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addressed in this -- in this code we're working on
now, there's another —-

MR. DEORTO: Yezh, that would be more in the
traffic code.

MR. FOLTZ: Okay. I just want to make sure.
Okay.

A broken-down vehicle or somebody working on
a vehicle or, you know, scmeone parks a vehicle and
abandons it in their backyard, side yard, whatever,
that's 1732.9. See, I didn't know if we could add to
that or you had ancther -- you had another ordinance
that would address both concerns. Okay. Thank you
for that.

Overall T think it's a good working document
here. I'm pleased to see that, you know, we're
writing this with some other building standards
invelved that we can actually, you know, inform,
educate, and if we have to, fine, and there's a
process I think that's more than fair and it just
gives us, you know, a better document to use for
these type of housing, I guess, violations or
property viclaticns, and I think that's a good thing.
We're not out to just -- just fine people
immediately. I think there's a process that they

have reading this, that, you know, they have time to
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address these situations that are affecting the
immediate neighborhood. And I think it's important
to note there's —— there's certain standards that we
want that our housing codes here are going tc reflect
and there's nothing wrong with that. So I applaud us
moving this forward and working on this to get it to
where it needs tc be. So thank you for that,
administration and Martin and everybody else that's
been involved with this.

MR. DEORIO: Just to make sure we understand
that, you know, this is much more than just housing
code.

MR, FOLTZ: Right.

MR. DEQRIO: This is affecting all property
in the city of North Canton: Commercial,
residential, abandoned land, all of it.

MR. FOLTZ: Right.

MR. DEORIO: We've never had that before,
that comprehensive. And through Ben's help and
Martin, we just decided that let's just go through
and do a complete cverhaul cf the entire thing rather
than Jjust try te piece in a commercial property
maintenance code. Tet's do it all —— do it once, do
it right.

MR. FOLTZ: Right. Pat, I appreciate that.
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I know you talked about that in December.
Absolutely, vacant property, commercial property,
let's address everything at once. 1 appreciate that.

MR. REVOLDT: Hey, Pat, this is Daryl.

I've got -~ I've got the old cne and the new
one and Doug's comments sparked a question. Do we
address the storage of RVs, boats, trailers, et
cetera, in this document?

MR. DECRIO: We have ordinances on that now.
We're not repealing any of those. It's a matter of
then just enforcing it, and that was the part that we
are addressing is the standardization of how we do
these things.

MR. REVOLDT: Okay.

MR. DEORIQO: What process are we following?
How are they being notified? What time tables are
involved? How do we ratchet it up? And then what
happens with that.

MR. REVOLDT: COkay. Okay.

MR. DEORIO: So there should be -- I mean, I
know the ordinance is that, you know, you're not
supposed to, for extended periods of time, and some
places it's year round.

MR. REVOLDT: Yes.

MR. FOLTZ: Well, and I think that's what's
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happening, Daryl, tc your point. People have
recreational vehicles and they'll put them on a R5C
lot and they'll be on the front lawn, and maybe, you
know, we don't want to see a boat there all year or a
RV there all year and there's not space for it but,
you know, while we're sympathetic to people having,
you know, a standard of living, we also don't want to
detract from the neighborhoocd. So we've seen it all.
I've seen semis parked andrthen we got to tell them,
hey, move this, you can't do this. You know, you
can't pull a big bus in here and leave it here.

MR. REVOLDT: You have one of those, Doug.

MR. FOLTZ: I know. I know we do. I've gone
through 25 years of what we've had to deal with, so
and how -- and what cur best approach is in the
future for everybody.

MR. DEORIO: But I'm making a note of it to
address that in our —- as we gc through the next
draft with this.

MR. REVOLDT: Okay.

MR. DEORIC: To make sure.

MR. REVOLDT: All right. Yeah, I think, you
know, if yvou're locking for guidance, I think all of
us want to encourage our residents to enjoy quality

time outdoors. What we don't want is, as Doug has
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alluded, to have a neighborhood forced to lock at a
recreatiocnal vehicle the size of a municipal bus 365
days a year because he or she is unwilling to find a
sultable storage location. So I think that's
something that we should have a conversation about.

MR. FOLTZ: Agreed.

MR. CERRETA: Agreed.

MR. REVOLDT: All right. Is there anyone
else who wants to chime in on this? Again, we're
going to try to get this back to you as soon as the
administration and Marty complete their work, and
again, the target goal is a March adoption.

Did I cut somebody off?

And I should note that for those of you who
are curicus, this is the precursor to the rental
registration effort. This one done, that will
follow.

Okay, Mr. President, let's move on to Ttem 2
then. If there are no other comments, let's move on
to Item 2. We have a request from the planning
commission to rezcne a parcel over on the corner of
Lindy Lane and Portage. This is the former rectory,
or manse, for the church. Pretty cut and dry. This,
actually, issue has been hanging out here for a

number of years. We need to establish a public
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hearing for that to proceed with the rezoning from
P & I to residential. Ben tells me that March 1
would be the first available date for the hearing.
Are there any objections to holding that hearing on
that day beginning action?

MR, FOLTZ: No. That's fine.

MR. PETERS: Scunds good.

MR. REVOLDT: Seeing none, then we'll
proceed. Ben, is that okay?

MR. YOUNG: Yes. That's all right. I will
send a notification to the Repository tomorrow.

MR. REVOLDT: All right. The third item, I'm
asking council to consider an amendment to cur zoning
ordinance. Conversation that I had recently revealed
a weakness in our zoning. And that is, we have very,
very limited commercial real estate in town.
Physically it's limited. GBA, GBB, OB. Our goal is
to create, as the mayor has said, a corridor of
opportunity on Main Street, and we're going to have
some new zoning later in the year. But right now our
zoning allows for multi-family to be constructed in
OB, GBA, or GBB. In effect, to diminish very scarce
limited commercial acreage. So what I'd like to ask
council to do is send to the planning commission a

request for a mincr amendment to cur zoning
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ordinance. And that is make multi-family a
conditional use. There are some standards that are
associated with it. They're not onerous. But it
gives the planning commission an opportunity to
determine whether a project is consistent with our
overall objective and then it brings it back to
council to affirm that a multi-family project again
is consistent and the best and highest community use
for the community.

So does anybocdy have any questions?

MR. DECRIOC: Lots. But I'll let council go
first.

MR. REVOLDT: Go right ahead. Council?

MR. CERRETA: Well, first of all, where we're
coming from, I do have a problem.

MR. REVOLDT: I'll tell you what I'd like to
do, Mr. Cerreta. Mr. President, are you =- are you
online here?

MR. PETERS: I sure am.

MR. REVOLDT: I would like to make a motiomn,
if I can have a second, to move into executive
session to discuss pending litigation.

MR. PETERS: Okay. Is that a motion, Daryl?

MR. REVOLDT: That is a motion.

MR. FOLTZ: 1I'll second it.
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STROIA:
PETERS:

REVCLDT :

55 5B

PETERS:
roll.

YOUNG:
FONTE:
YOUNG:

CERRETA:

R BB S

YOUNG:

2

. WERREN:
YOUNG:
FOLTZ:
YOUNG:
REVOLDT':
YOUNG:
STROIA:
YOUNG:
PETERS:

YOUNG:

5555335353533

REVOLDT:
Young?

MR. YCOUNG:

like anyone to join them in executive session?

MR. REVOLDT:

Second. Stroia.
Fcltz seconds, okay.

We need a roll call.

Ben, would you please call the

Member Fonte.

Yes.

Member Cerreta.
Yes.

Member Werren.
Yes.

Member Fcoltcz.

Yes.

Member Revoldt.
Yes.

Member Stroia.
Yes.

Member Peters.
Yes.

Seven yes.

Can you get us there, Clerk

Yes. One moment. Would council

The administraticn may.

The
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mayor and director of administration. The assistant
director of administration.

MR. YOUNG: All right. I will open all rcoms
and we will return once council comes back from
executive session.

MR. REVOLDT: Very good. Thank you.

MR. STROIA: Thank you, Ben.

MR. CERRETA: Good job.

(Council into executive session.)

MR. REVOLDT: OQkay. We have Ttem 3C.

MR. YOUNG: Wait.

MR. PETERS: I need motion and a second to
adjourn executive session.

MR. REVOLDT: Revoldt moves.

MR. FOLTZ: Foltz. Second.

MR. PETERS: All in favor, say "aye."

("Aye" in unison.)

MR. PETERS: Opposed? Okay. Executive
session is adjourned. Let the Record reflect no
action was taken.

Chairman Revoldt, the floor is back to you.

MR. REVOLDT: All right. We have for our
consideration for a following agenda, put this item
on the following agenda, it will require four votes

to do sc toc move it from committee to legislative
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action. Are there four votes? Revoldt says yes.

MR. FOLTZ:
MR. REVOLDT:
MR. PETERS:
the roll on Item 3C
MR. FOLTZ:

council agenda.

5

YOUNG:
REVOLDT :
YOUNG:
REVOLDT:
YOUNG:
CERRETA:
YOUNG:
FOLTZ:
YOUNG:

FONTE:

AR R RN

YOUNG:

2

. WERREN:
YOUNG:
STROIA:

YOUNG:

5 5 5 F

PETERS:

5

YOUNG:

Call a roll.

QOkay. Foltz.

Hey, Ben, will you please call
to move to the agenda.

To move the resoluticn to the

To recommend out of committee.
Yes. Correct.

Member Revoldt.
Yes.

Vice Chairperson Cerreta.
No.

Member Foltz.

Yes.

Member Fonte,

No.

Membei Werren,
No.

Membér Stroia.

Yes.

Member Peters.

No.

The vote stands at three for and

four against. Three yea, four nay 1s a clear way to
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say that.
MR. REVOLDT: The matter deces not proceed.
MR. PETERS: OQkay. Thank you.
MR. REVOLDT: Thank you.

MR. PETERS: Okay. Moving on, we have
Finance and Property. Chairman Werren, the floor is
yours.

MRS. WERREN: OQkay. I don't know if you
noticed this teday, but we are going to need to do
this on an emergency, and this was for funds for the
transfer to get everything balanced through
December 31. And we've talked about this other
times. So I move to put this on the agenda.

MR. STROIA: Stroia seconds.

MR. PETERS: All right. And this is on
emergency; correct?

MRS. WERREN: Yes.

MR. PETERS: And this will be on the agenda
tonight.

MRS. WERREN: Yes.

MR. YOUNG: If it passes here, yes. We need
a voice vote right now to pass it out of committee.

MR. PETERS: Okay. Ben, can you call or just
a volce vote?

MR. YOUNG: Yeah, we can just do a voice vote
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unless someone wants to motion for a roll call vote.

MR. PETERS: Okay. How about I just all in
favor to move this out of committee, say "aye."

("Aye" in unison.)

MR. PETERS: Opposed? All right. Motion
carries. We've moved it out of committee., All
right, Steph, thank you.

Okay. Moving on Ordinance, Rules and Claims.
Chairman Stroia, the floor is yours.

MR. STROIA: All right. If you guys scroll
down to page 31, it starts —— I think it's from like
31 to 107, sc this is all stuff that we've passed
before, this organizes it, codifies it, and clarifies
a bunch of stuff, replaces some missing pages.

Ben, if you want to make further comment
here.

MR. YOUNG: Yes. So this is just the formal
codification of legislation that council already
passed in 2020. Making sure that the written
standing law in our codified ordinances matches what
is actually enacted while in our city. We, starting
this year, are using a more streamlined process,
which we'll actually have the first one in the next
meeting coming up immediately after this of that new

streamlined process where the initial ordinance
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states that it will be codified and requires the
mayor and I bring back to you guys the final page for
approval before we codify it. But all of these were
passed prior to that new system and so we're playing
catch-up essentially. But the new system will let us
codify much more efficiently throughout the year
instead of large catch-up ordinances like this at the
end of the year.

MR. STROIA: Ben, do you want to start at
page 31 and just read through all the way to 1077
I'm just kidding.

MR. CERRETA: Let's put him on mute now.

MR. STROIA: Any guestions on this, anybody?

MR. FOLTZ: No. We should move forward with
it, Matt.

MR. STROIA: OQkay. I motion to put it on the
agenda.

MR. PETERS: Okay. All in favor to move this
to the agenda, say "aye."

("Aye" in unison.)

MR. PETERS: Opposed? All right. Motion
carries. And that is an emergency, correct, Matt?

MR. STROIA: Yes.

MR. FOLTZ: Yes.

MR. PETERS: Okay. Okay. That does it
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for —- all right. That's it for Ordinance, Rules.

Next up, Street énd Alley. Chairman Fonte,
the fleoor is yours. Dom?

MR. CERRETA: Is he muted?

MR. PETERS: We may have lost him, Hold on.

MR. STROIA: I heard somebody.

MR. PETERS: We did. We lost him.

MR. YOUNG: It does appear that we lost
Member Fonte.

MR. PETERS: Is he trying to get back in?
Are you watching? Are you looking? I wonder what
happened.

MR. STROIA: I don't see him on yet.

MR. YOUNG: He has not requested yet but I
will text him. )

MR. PETERS: Okay. I'll tell you what. In
the interim, Patrick —-

MR. DEORIC: Yeah.

MR. PETERS: -- if you could tcuch base on
the purchase of the rock salt.

MR. DEORIO: Certainly.

So as you're aware, of course, we use salt on
our roads. And we have a need ——

MR. FONTE: Sorry about that. I'm back.

It's Dominic.
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MR. DEORIO: Dom, do you want to do this one
then?

MR. FONTE: Go ahead and tell me what you
got. I missed that last part.

Oh, yeah, this is the sodium chloride. So
really, this is an annual thing we do every year. We
buy 1t off season so we get better pricing, and you
know, so we're just -—— it's a traditional thing we do
every year to get our salt for next winter. So I
move that we move this to the agenda.

MR. PETERS: All right. Did you have
anything else to add, Pat?

MR. DEORIO: Much shorter winded than me.

MR. FONTE: Sorry sbout that.

MR. FOLTZ: Thank God Dcminic came back.

MR. FONTE: I got lost in space or something,
I don't know.

MR. PETERS: All right. All in fair to move
this to the agenda, say "aye."

("Aye" in unison.)

MR. PETERS: Opposed? All right. Motion
carries, and this is on emergency as well. This
would be on the agenda following this meeting.

MR. YOUNG: Was there a second to that

motion?
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MR. STROIA: Stroia seconds.

MR. PETERS: All right. Did I jump the gun a

little bit on that one? I thought I heard a second.

Okay. All right. That concludes our

committee of the whole meeting. I will entertain a

motion to adjourn this one.
MR. STROIA: Stroia moves.
CERRETA: Cerreta moves.

FOLTZ: Foltz. Foltz seconds.

BB

PETERS: Foltz second. All in favor,
"aye."

("Aye" in unison.)

MR. PETERS: Opposed? All right. Motion

carries. We are adjourned out of that meeting.

Attest:

say

Daniel Jeff Peters
City Council President

Clefk of Council
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CERTIFICATE

STATE OF OHIO )
}SS
STARK COUNTY }

I, Laurie Maryl Jonas, a Registered Merit Reporter
and Notary Public in and for the State of Chio, duly
commissioned and qualified, do hereby certify that this
meeting was by me reduced to Stenotype and afterwards
prepared and produced by means of Computer-Aided
Transcription, and that the foregoing is a true and
correct transcription.

I further certify that this meeting was taken at
the time and place in the foregoing caption specified.

I further certify that T am nol a relative,
employee of or attorney for any party or counsel, or
otherwise financially interested in the event of this
action.

I do further certify that I am not, nor is the
court reporting firm with which T am affiliated, under a
contract as defined in Civil Rule 28(D).

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand
and affixed my seal of office at Canton, Chio, on this lst
day of February, 2021.

L acnce Waryl Olonaae
Laurie Maryl Jonag, & Notary Public.
My commission expires January b, 2022.
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